Brief Autobiography

Miriam E. David, PhD., AcSS, FRSA is Professor Emerita of Sociology of Education and was, until recently, Professor (2005-2010) and Associate Director (Higher Education) of the ESRC’s Teaching & Learning Research Programme (2004-2009) at the Institute of Education University of London. She is a visiting professor in the Centre for Higher Education & Equity Research (CHEER) in the School of Education and Social Work at the University of Sussex. She was formerly a Professor at London South Bank (1988-97); University of the Arts (1997-9) and Keele University (1999 – 2005). She is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts, an Academician of the Academy of Social Sciences and was awarded an honorary degree of doctor of education by the University of Bedfordshire (2009). She was chair of the Council of the Academy of Social Sciences (AcSS) from 2005-2009, a member of the UK Economic & Social Research Council’s Research Grants Board (2006-9) and is on the Governing Council of Society for Research in Higher Education (SRHE). Formerly she served on the boards of, inter alia, British Sociological Association, Critical Social Policy, Social Policy Association, Through the Glass Ceiling: senior women in Education Management; Feminist & Women’s Studies Association; Gender & Education Association and UK Council for Graduate Education. She was founding co-editor (with Peter Glasner) (2005-2009) of 21st Century Society journal of the Academy of Social Sciences and co-editor (with Dr Dulcie Groves) Journal of Social Policy (1992-1999) and has been an executive editor of British Journal of Sociology of Education since 1990. She has a world class reputation for her feminist social research on families, gender, social diversity and inequalities across education. She has published 25 books and reports, and 160 articles or chapters, including an intellectual biography in 2003 Personal and Political: Feminisms, sociology and family lives, Stoke-on-Trent: Trentham Books. 
Throughout her academic life (and she has never left education) she has been inspired by a commitment to transforming the world by empowering women through education, and to feminism, although she has frequently changed her intellectual and political positions. Her teaching and the research which underpins it draws its strength from feminist theories and methodological perspectives, including especially in the 21st century narrative and biographical approaches. Latterly, most of her teaching has been of postgraduates, including doctoral students. At Keele, she created a professional doctorate in education around gender and education management and the majority of her successful EdD students were mature women professional GEMs. Since returning to London she has been involved in educational research broadly linked to social diversity including gender, and higher education and published widely in HE. Her feminist work has led to involvement in several international feminist networks, including working with colleagues in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Sweden and the USA and parts of Latin America.
Her personal life has been entwined with her political commitments and has been complicated by divorce, 16 years ago, and remarriage 8 years ago. Her two children both of whom were born during the course of putting together and publishing Half the Sky are now in their early 30s, with Toby completing a PhD in American political theory at the University of California Berkeley USA, and Charlotte a French teacher at a boys’ prep school in outer London. 

As part of continuing feminist commitments, she is now a trustee of the Women’s Therapy Centre (founded by Susie Orbach), and about to become chair, and also a founding trustee of the British Shalom-Salaam Trust, which supports grassroots community, education, health and women’s projects which foster peace in Israel-Palestine. She has also become involved in U3A and in consultancy on gender and medical education. 
